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MUSICAL WORSHIP 
 
As part of most Workshop schedules, we include a song or two in musical worship each 
day. It can be as simple as a single piano or guitar. While we like to keep this aspect of the 
Workshop fairly informal, we want to hold to a high standard. 
 
LEADERSHIP 
The music leader can be a participant or a staff member or volunteer. They should take the 
lead during this part of the Workshop. Invite the participants to stand before singing, and 
to sit after singing. Tell them where they can find the song lyrics (e.g., on a PowerPoint 
overhead, on a printed sheet in their notebooks). Give direction as needed so participants 
know what to do. This isn’t their church, so they need direction from the music leader. 
 
SONG SELECTION 
We ask that the songs you choose to sing are well known and God-focused. This is not the 
time to experiment with new songs or practice obscure ones that are hard to sing. As such, 
it will be good for the music leader to select songs that are very well known. It may not be 
as exciting for the music leader, but it will be edifying for the participants and encouraging 
to everyone when the whole group is able to enthusiastically participate in the singing. 
 
LENGTH OF TIME AND VOLUME 
It is extremely important to pay attention to the time allotted for musical worship. It is 
typically no more than 15 minutes (which for most musicians, means they should be 
planning two songs for 10 minutes). In some cases, it falls at the beginning of the day or in 
between sessions, so the participants may be entering gradually and perhaps not on time. 
The priority should be beginning and ending at the right times, regardless of whether 
people seem ready. But, it may also mean adapting — possibly doing one song instead of 
two songs on the fly because things get started a little late. The musical worship is meant to 
serve the participants, not the music leader. While we appreciate the preparation of the 
music leader, it is more important to keep the schedule on time and not have our 
instructors feel pressure to shorten their instructional talks because an ambitious music 
leader went long. Likewise, it is important that the music leader is set up early and 
completed whatever sound checks they need before the appointed time. Too often are the 
participants standing around when the beginning and end of the musical worship has 
come and gone and while the musicians are still plugging in their instruments and trying 
to get an appropriate volume. Additionally, appropriate volume is important to heed. For 
some musicians that are used to playing for churches of several hundred, a room of a few 
dozen requires some adaptation. 
 
QUESTIONS?  
We are grateful for your preparation and willingness to lead musical worship at the 
Workshop. If you have any questions, please contact your CST representative.  


